Amantadine for the agitated head-injury patient.
Traumatic brain injury may be associated with agitated aggressive behaviour and the potential for injury to the patient and staff. We report two cases of recovering brain injury patients with difficult-to-treat destructive behaviour, whose agitation and aggression responded to amantadine. Direct-acting dopamine agonists such as amantadine may be the preferred treatment for patients with behaviour problems in the acute stages of recovery from coma.